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The timber industry in Russia: foreign trade under sanctions

Abstract. The economic sanctions imposed against Russia in 2022 have largely affected the 
timber industry. Foreign trade restrictions on a wide range of wood products, as well as forestry 
machinery and other equipment have led to expectations of a crisis situation in the industry. The 
paper examines the change in the trade flows of domestic timber products after the introduction of 
sanctions. The damage from sanctions was partly mitigated by redirecting exports to new markets, 
increasing the volume of supplies to Asian countries and timely state support. In this connection 
even despite serious infrastructural restrictions the results of 2022 for the industry were much more 
optimistic than most forecasts.
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